LISTEN TO POPE FRANCIS

“Love cannot be reduced to an ephemeral emotion. True, it engages our
affectivity, but in order to open it to the beloved and thus to blaze a trail leading
away from self-centeredness and towards another person, in order to build a
lasting relationship; love aims at union with the beloved. Here we begin to see
how love requires truth. Only to the extent that love is grounded in truth can it
endure over time, can it transcend the passing moment and be sufficiently solid
to sustain a shared journey. If love is not tied to truth, it falls prey to fickle
emotions and cannot stand
the test of time. True love,
on the other hand, unifies all
the elements of our person
and becomes a new light
pointing the way to a great
and fulfilled life. Without
truth, love is incapable of
establishing a firm bond; it
cannot liberate our isolated
ego or redeem it from the fleeting moment in order to create life and bear fruit.”
― Pope Francis, Lumen Fidei: The Light of Faith

“Some people continue to
defend trickle-down
theories which assume
that economic growth,
encouraged by a free
market, will inevitably
succeed in bringing about
greater justice and
inclusiveness in the world.
This opinion, which has
never been confirmed by
the facts, expresses a crude and naïve trust in the goodness of those wielding
economic power and in the sacralized workings of the prevailing economic
system. Meanwhile, the excluded are still waiting.”
― Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel: Evangelii Gaudium
“We need saints without cassocks, without veils - we need saints with jeans and
tennis shoes. We need saints that go to the movies that listen to music, that hang
out with their friends (...) We need saints that drink Coca-Cola, that eat hot dogs,
that surf the internet and that listen to their iPods. We need saints that love the
Eucharist, that are not afraid or embarrassed to eat a pizza or drink a beer with
their friends. We need saints who love the movies, dance, sports, and theatre. We
need saints that are
open, sociable, normal,
happy companions. We
need saints who are in
this world and who
know how to enjoy the
best in this world
without being callous or
mundane. We need
saints.”
― Pope Francis

“Climate change is a global problem with grave implications: environmental,
social, economic, political and for the distribution of goods. It represents one of
the principal challenges facing humanity in our day. Its worst impact will probably
be felt by developing countries in coming decades. Many of the poor live in areas
particularly affected by phenomena related to warming, and their means of
subsistence are largely dependent on natural reserves and ecosystemic services
such as agriculture, fishing and forestry. They have no other financial activities or
resources which
can enable them
to adapt to
climate change
or to face
natural disasters,
and their access
to social services
and protection is
very limited. For
example, changes in climate, to which animals and plants cannot adapt, lead
them to migrate; this in turn affects the livelihood of the poor, who are then
forced to leave their homes, with great uncertainty for their future and that of
their children. There has been a tragic rise in the number of migrants seeking to
flee from the growing poverty caused by environmental degradation. They are
not recognized by international conventions as refugees; they bear the loss of the
lives they have left behind, without enjoying any legal protection whatsoever.
Sadly, there is widespread indifference to such suffering, which is even now taking
place throughout our world. Our lack of response to these tragedies involving our
brothers and sisters points to the loss of that sense of responsibility for our fellow
men and women upon which all civil society is founded.”
― Pope Francis, Encyclical Letter LAUDATO SI' on care for our common home

